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Abiturprüfung 2014 

Englisch, Grundkurs 

Aufgabenstellung: 

1. Point out the journalist’s views on the Queen’s public image, her relationship to the 
people as well as her success and failures. (Comprehension)        (16 Punkte)

 
2. Analyse how the journalist presents her views. Focus on the line of argument, content 

and use of language. (Analysis)        (24 Punkte)
 
3. Choose one of the following tasks: 
 
3.1 According to Mayer, the biggest challenge will be to manage without the Queen  

(ll. 37 – 38). Comment on how the British monarchy will, or should change with a new 
generation of the Windsors taking over. (Evaluation: comment)        (20 Punkte)

 
3.2 Write a letter to the editor from the point of view of a fervent British monarchist in 

which you comment on Mayer’s article. 
  (Evaluation: re-creation of text)        (20 Punkte)

 
 
Materialgrundlage: 

 Ausgangstext: Sach- und Gebrauchstext  
Fundstelle: Catherine Mayer, “Queen Elizabeth II: A Look Back at One of the Most  
Enduring – and Successful – Monarchs”, Time Magazine, 04.07.2012  
http://www.time.com/time/printout/0,8816,2115666,00.html (letzter Zugriff am 
19.11.2013) 

 

 Wortzahl: 547 
 
 
Zugelassene Hilfsmittel: 

 Ein- und zweisprachiges Wörterbuch 
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The Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II was a multinational celebration throughout 
2012 marking the 60th anniversary of the accession of Queen Elizabeth II to the throne  
upon the death of her father, King George VI on February 6, 1952. 
 
 
Queen Elizabeth II: A Look Back at One of the Most Enduring –  
and Successful – Monarchs 

By Catherine Mayer 

Time Magazine, June 4th, 2012 
 

You sense her approach before you see her. There’s a straightening of shoulders among 

palace staff, a determined clip of shoes on polished floors, and another sound, harder to place, 

like autumn leaves blown across tarmac. Then a pack of corgis and dorgis – dachshunds 

crossed with corgis – comes skittering into view, their nails percussive on the sections of 

parquet not muted by rugs as they surge ahead of their diminutive owner. 5 

One of the first things people notice about the Queen is how closely she fits their expectations, 

whether she is accompanied by a retinue of corgis or of courtiers, is dressed down in dowdy 

daywear or gussied up in silks and tiara. The second is how tiny she is. Today’s second 

longest-serving monarch (after Thailand’s King) may look too petite to shoulder her 

extraordinary mass of accrued experience and global celebrity. Yet in other respects she is 10 

exactly as we imagine her: regal and serious-minded, familiar yet enigmatic. 

The great 19th century essayist Walter Bagehot wrote of the monarchy, “Its mystery is its 

life. We must not let in daylight upon magic.” This precept still holds, perhaps more so than 

ever in an age of disposable celebrity. The Queen does not make herself available for 

interviews and has no intention of ever doing so. Her enduring popularity – and the longer-15 

term survival of the constitutional monarchy – rests on a notion rarely articulated in our 

egalitarian times: that she and her heirs are special, set apart, above the hoi polloi. In at 

least some respects, that otherness isn’t just a notion. On closer observation, the Windsors, 

especially the monarch’s generation and her children’s, turn out to be quite unlike most 

Britons, much less the peoples of the farther-flung Commonwealth realms that still bend the 20 

knee to Elizabeth II. The rarefied environment the royals inhabit makes them see things 

differently – and sometimes not at all. […] The royals’ upbringing means they do not 

always naturally connect with the people that they are taught they are born to serve. But 

connect with them they must. 
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Only rarely has the Queen badly misjudged public sentiment. In 1966 she was criticized for 25 

being remote and out of touch when she did not rush straight to the South Wales town of 

Aberfan after a landslide of coal waste buried a school, killing 116 children and 28 adults. 

[… ] The movie The Queen dramatized the sovereign’s most serious misstep of all, when 

she delayed her return to London to lead the national mourning after the 1997 death of her 

former daughter-in-law. Diana, unlike the Windsors, was plugged into the demotic, 30 

democratic world outside the palace gates.  

As celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee encourage us to look back over the second 

Elizabethan era, it is tempting to see the monarchy and its matriarch as relics, preserved in a 

sticky aspic of nostalgia and sentiment. That would be to underestimate an institution that, 

against all odds, is quietly thriving and a sovereign who, at 86, is more influential than for 35 

many a decade. Her leadership has steered the monarchy through crises and social upheaval. 

She has built an organization highly skilled at change management. And now it is preparing 

for the biggest change it will ever have to manage: one day to manage without her.
 
 
 
Annotations:  
 

  3 tarmac surface of the road  
17 hoi polloi ordinary people  
18 isn’t just a notion here not a false idea  
20 farther-flung distant  
30 demotic here the world of ordinary people  
32 – 33 second Elizabethan era the first Elizabethan era was the reign of Elizabeth I (1558 – 1603), 

in which most of Shakespeare’s plays were written 
 
 


